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Istituto Bruno Leoni (Torino, Italy)

In cooperation with Instituto Juan De Mariana (Madrid, Spain), Liberalni Institut (Prague, Czech Re-
public), and Lithuanian Free Market Institute (Vilnius, Lithuania)

promote the following manifesto

The French government’s decision to sanction the merger of Gaz de France and Suez to prevent
the bid of the Italion company Enel, as well as the opposition of the Spanish government to the
acquisition of Endesa by the German group E.On, are not unusual episodes. Despite the weakness
of the European Union’s energy policy, member states are trying to lock domestic markets, with the
goal of shielding companies they control or that they are otherwise linked to. Not only is this prac-
tice shattering the dream of an economically integrated Europe, it is also very likely it will have an
awfully adverse impact on the consumers.

We think opinion leaders, decision-makers and the public at large ought to be aware of the near-
sightedness of the current policies, which threaten the competitiveness of our companies and the
stability of our economy for the sake of a potential short-term advantage. We, therefore, urge the
European Commission, as well as national governments, to foster a greater degree of economic
integration, all the more important in a strategic sector such as energy. This market segment is, in
fact, intrinsically on a European scale and cannot be confined within the national borders.

More specifically, we urge the European Commission and national governments to commit to the
following measures:

* Remove the barriers to the consolidation of European companies, by abstaining from hindering
any acquisition of national companies by foreign enterprises.

* Sell majority stakes of energy companies, where they are government-owned.

* Open all domestic markets in order to promote the development of a genuine European internal
market.

Only these measures will render Europe able to deploy on the global markets strong actors able to
compete, to innovate and to succeed.
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First Signatories

Claudio Allais

Malcolm Basing

Franco Bassanini (president, Astrid)

Maurizio Bassetti

Lino Benassi (president, La Finanziaria Trentina)

Chris Bierman (former chairman, Bank Labouch-
ere)

Italo Bocchino (Italian MP)

Rudi Bogni (economist)

Emma Bonino (MEP)

Roberto Boyer

Manny Bussetil

Gabriel Calzada (Instituto Juan de Mariana)

Daniele Capezzone (secretary, Italian Radical
Party)

Livio Caputo (journalist)

Salvatore Carrubba (journalist)

Giuliano Cazzola (economist)

Ferruccio De Bortoli (editor, Il Sole 24 Ore)

Benedetto Della Vedova (president, Riformatori
Liberali Party)

Thomas Farkas

Marco Follini (Italian MP)

Oscar Giannino (vice-editor, Finanza & Mercati)

Herbert H. Jacobi (honorary chairman, HSBC
Trinkaus & Burkhardt)

Dominic Koechlin

Charles Kovacs (Hid Radio Rt, Hungary)

Michael Langdon

David Lascelles (co-director, Centre for the
Study of Finantial Innovation)

Jean-Pierre Lehmann (director, Evian Group)

Bernard Lind

David Lipka (Liberalni Institut)

Carlo Lottieri (Istituto Bruno Leoni)

George Loudon (chairman, Pall Mall Capital
Ltd)
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Alain Madelin (former Minister of Economy and
Finance, France)

Andrea Mandel-Mantello (partner, Advicorp
PLC)

Antonio Martino (Italy’s Minister of Defense)

Aldo Matteucci

JUurgen  Matthes
Wirtschaft)

Paolo Messa (editor, Formiche)

Alberto Mingardi (Istituto Bruno Leoni)

Glen Moreno (chairman, Pearson PLC)

Giuseppe Pennisi (Scuola Superiore di Pubblica
Amministrazione)

David Potter (chairman, Solar Integrated Tech-
nologies)

Lord Powell of Bayswater

Wilfried Prewo (president, Hannover Chamber
of Commerce)

Sir Steve Robson

Pascal Salin (Université Paris-Dauphine)

Michele Salvati (Universita Statale di Milano)

Sergio Scalpelli (editor, Critica Sociale)

Carlo Scarpa (Universita di Brescia)

Jiri Schwarz (Prague School of Economics)

Mario Sechi (vice-editor, Il Giornale)

Remijius Simasius (Lithuanian Free Market Insti-
tute)

Carlo Stagnaro (Istituto Bruno Leoni)

Werner Stuflesser (president, European Acad-
emy Bozen)

Bruno Tabacci (president, Italian Chamber of
Deputies’ Industry Committee)

Guido Tabellini (Universita Bocconi)

Vito Tanzi (economist)

Tereza Urbanova (Liberalni Institut)

Marco Vitale (economist)

Peter Williamson

(Institut  der Deutschen

If you wish to add your name, please visit our web page at www.brunoleoni.it
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